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The Katayama Residence gifted to the town of Kamogawa by Tsuyoshi Katayama in March of
1989, was the residence of an old and illustrious family also known as Hyakujoyashiki.(literally
translated as a house so spacious it covers an area of one hundred tatami mats, a size only
dreamt of by the average person).

Until recently tenement houses, a sake cellar etc. also existed, which together made up a
magnificent and extensive estate.

Unfortunately, these buildings had to give way to road widening
and improvements, so that now only the main building remains.
The main building was constructed in 1881 by a carpenter from
what was lwaminokuni(the present Ohta city, Shimane Prefecture).
In the perfected Japanese architecture, part retention of the Edo
Period style structure and interior design, are points that have
been highly praised by experts as not to be missed.

The restoration was funded in part by the Okayama Prefecture
and the town conscientiously carried it out, .
completing the restitution in I\Zay, 1990. LR Lok
Main building : 305m . Storehouse : 22m,/ QOPEN BEAMED
Property size : 1,984m CEILING
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ASATAROU KATAYAMA (1812~1872)

Asatarou carried on the tradition of sake brewing as a side business to his main occupation of
farming.

In 1848 he was appointed head of Shimogamo village by the Okayama clan and was also nominated
head of the eastern part of the neighbouring village Ueda.

To sum up,for the 17 years up to 1865 he was the head of two villages.

SHIGENORI KATAYAMA (1838~1895)

Shigenori was born the eldest son of mother Shige, and scholar of Chinese classics and civil servant
father, Asatarou.

From 1861 he studied Chinese classics under the royalist classics scholar Sessai Morita at the
Kurashiki Kan School.

In 1869 he opened a school in Shimogamo but in 1870 he was elevated to the status of clansman of
the Okayama clan, was appointed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, and left for the capital.

Whilst studying with Kakurin Hayashi he became the Okayama clan’s assistant advisor on historical
matters.

In 1872, at the age of 34, he entered the Ministry of Finance and turning his hand to land tax
revision achieved excellent results.

Later, he transferred to the Ministry of Internal Affairs and worked actively in the Meiji government
as Secretary (the modern equivalent being Lieutenant Governor) of Tochigi and Yamagata
Prefectures. e

A fan of Touenmei (a Chinese poet), he chose a word from one of his FILE#HARELL
poems as a nom de plume, and himself became a proficient writer of TZLWFL I LZDIRA

poetry and prose.

xhe}: l:e retlrehd from h:js lposlitlfhn as fSec;etary t};]e tt())ofk updre'swgienceﬁ;n “BANZANNENPU”
e Katayama house and live ere for 3 months before dying on the

tenth of September aged 58. BY SHIGENORI

His works include : Banzannenpu, Morita Sessei Gyoujou, and KATAYAMA AND

Yuusonikou. PRINTING BLOCKS
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